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J— ulsa, Oklahoma, hobid a place of
quict reverenae abong legendary Route 86, Among its famed
lamdmarks i 11th Sereer, a saretch of road that has urnderpone
dramatic transformations over the years, mirronng the
risc, fall, and resergonce of the Mother Toad fscli. Among
tthe now businesses nding this wave of reatalization s the
Wildfbwer Cal, a cory and vibrant catery at 146 Fast
Tith Strcct. This humble address, stocped nhistory and a
lepacy of howang various bisincses, has silently stood as a
witnoss to the chb and fow of 11th Stroct’s storicd 3
By openmg the W|dﬂml{aﬁ; avner Heather Linvilke
joincd a vibrant wave of msonanics breathing, now life nto
the district, transforming what was oo a symbel of decline
initex a thriving destination onoc agam.

The Glory Days of 11th Street

Ins the polden ape of Route 66, which spanned from the 1930
e the 19506, 11th Stnoct was a bustling thoroughfar: scrving
ax a vital artery for travclers heading west toward Caltformia
wr-cast to Chacago. Lincd with motck, diners, servce
stations, and mom-and-pop storcs, noon signs would lght
q}lllrnighl, audverteang chean roome, hot meals, and the
promisc of adventure. Amcrica was a much larger country in
thewe days.

In 1934, amid the bastling heyday of 11th Streer, Rober
W. Branlec, a long-time Tuba wholcsale grocer, opencd the
Brinlee Grocery and Markct ot 1324 Fast 11th Strece. Mexe
daoor, ar 1302-1308 East 11th Strece, James Calvin Meck and
thas family operated Mock's Hardware & Furniture Company,
with the space at the corner of 11th and Sosh Peoria Avemse
serving as an office bulding, accommodating vanows renants
wwer the years. Togother, thess busineses thrived, bocommg
comaorstoncs of the community, where locals and mavekos
alike found conmectson and commeroe i the heart of Toka,

Then, came the advent of the mtcrdate systom. Buesmeoses
bogan 1o shast their doors as ravelers opted for the
faster, more cfficient haghways. The noon signs that once
illaminated the naght were dimmcd, their messages of
welcome fading meo ohscurity. After more than 40 vears, the
Brinlce store dosed its doors m 1975, and Mecks Furniturc
fellowwcel shortly after, closing during the 1980 By 1983,
the baabing that had houscd the Brimbee Grocery and Markee
was demolished and the proporty was convertod into a
parking arca. In the early 1971k, the office hutlding at the
commer to the west ae 11t Sercet and 5. Peoria Avenuc was
paurchascd by Flmo Ray Forrell, Sr. and convenicd mtoa
restaurant named Mexican Faesia, which later became Mark
and Mary’s Good Food Cafe annl 1991 In 15994, it was
reapocd as The Comer Cale.

1th Strect had become a shadow of ws formcr self with
many of its landmarks noglocicd or demolished and saon
the arca gamod a reputation as the Red Light Districe. The
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Muother Road in Taba had lost iis loster and it scomed thas
1ith Strect’s stonicd chaprer had closcd.

Bt then, seworal decades later, a nosurgonee bogan to take
shape.

A Symbol of Revival

In 2009, the iconic 1930 Meadow Ceold sign was officially
restorcd and relocated 1o a plaza on 11th Sarcct and Quaker
Avenuc. Thes sitc was the spot that the Brinbor Grocery
stowe had once occupicd. In 2007, Markham [ Ferecll —
grancson of Elme Ray Forrcll, Sr. — and now the third

BEDCTRHON oW u[lh:pupu'ty lcarmed that the Meadow
Lulr] sign was in nocd of a new home and donated the
property tothe City of Tuls.

The remstallation of the Meadow Gold sign waa’t juss
ahout saving a historsc artifact, it symbolicd the boginning
of 1th Strect’s revitalesation and the cstablishment of the
Meadow Gold Dhstrct, an arca that strotches betwoon
P'cora and Hisca Avenuc, Thas act sparked renowed intores:
im honoring the stroct’s history and laid the groundwork for
omgoing, ciforts i revitalize the arca.

In 2017, Aaron Mook, scoond-genoration member of the
Meck famaly, as well ax owner of the luxurions Camphbdl
Hatel and Group M Investment — a real estate fiem m Tuba
— reclaimed his family’s legacy by ropurchasing their former
Medk™s Hardware & Furnsture Company buldang, which
& now home o Meadow Cold Madk's gife shop. He also
purchascd the officc buibding on the comcr, Aficr the desunc
of The Corner Calc in Zﬂ'lg b trarrdnﬂnuldlc property
mitc multiphe retail spaces, beoomimg a key player in the
revitaleatson of T1th Sercct. ||:||h:|.I these retail spaccs
a diverse array of busineses, including the Wildflower Cale,
The Mcat and Checse Show — a speaalty grocery store —
and Southwosicrn Trading, which offers Native goods such
as pottery and blankees. Above the storefronts are seylsh
rental bofis, adding to the disrnc’s dynamic appeal.

“nvestment in the Meadow Gold District over the
last fow years has helpod clovae all of the busenesses mo
that comidor,” sasd Rhys Marting Oklahoma Roote 66
Association presdent. “Unee the Iullclmgorl the comer was
rchabhed, it drow a lot of mteres. The Wildilower Cafc 1
abways busy; the locals lowe having dining thore, and Rouec
&b eravelers wane an authentie, locally-owned spoe s axpy 3
meal before contimeing down the road. That big neon sign on
the comer, made possablc by the City of Tuba Routc 86 Meon
Sapn Cerane, also hdps draw a loe of atontson?™

A Lady with a Vision

For Heather Linville, opening the Wildlower Cafc
represented a fulfillment of a lifclong dream. She has always
waorked in restaurants, starting with ber first job ar a Simple
Samon’s [Prera) in Fufaula, Oklaboma. “1 made hamburgers
anel preza, and | don’t know what dee,” Linville explamed.
“Then | g a job at Goldic’s. | think every young waitress
af my age probably worked at Goldic™s. Then | moved on
o oollege and comtimecd waitressing, Ie was fexible for my
college schedule. And then | became a wife and mather, and
1 was casy to pust have a couple shifis a wod.”

With cach restaurant that she worked at, Linwville
made mental notes: what she liked and disliked; and she
dreamcd of how she would onc day run a place of hor 0w,

Crwner Heathar Linviis.

Eventually, she landcd in Tulsa, where she cimbed the ranks
to managemeant at a local oitablishment. Frustrated by the
limitations of her role, she began spending her froe dme
cxplorng vacant buldings, onvisioning the porfoct spacc

for her visson. Then the COVID-19 pandemac hit, bringing
the restanrant mdiestry o o stand snll. Laid off and a2 a
crosoads, Linvillc saw an opportumty to finally tum hor
lomg-held dream mao reakieg.

Bust forst, she necded to scethe on a locaton. She ived
midtorwn Tulsa at the time and foand herscll drawn o the
atmessphere of an wp-and-coming arca that was revitalizmg
as part of the Rowtc 66 renassance.

“1 was very, vory interestod in the bualding across the
sareet. s called The Wrench le was a mechanie shop forever
and cver; smoc 1989 15 what it says on the sign,” Linvilke
contimucd. “Hat it sat conpty forcver onthat comer, and | had
this vision of = bomg a core lintde cafe with an outdoor patso.
| could never et anyonc o commumicate with me about it
and it still s compey frve years later. A o, as 1 was sitang
wver there |in 2020, 1 saw =ome signs in the windows ower
here and | pust thought, *Olay, I'm goang io call™

When she toured the building on 1306 E 11eh Strect, she
saw el poessibalines. As the former home of The Comner
Cafe, the space had boon in semows necd of repairs bofore
it closure. The current owners, Group M bnvestment, had
gutcd the interior, leaving it stippod to the studs with no
plambing or clectrical systems in place. For Linwllc, this

proscnbed an opportunity to start frosh and orcate @ space
tailored to hor porsonal vision. Aficr signing the leasc, she
tramid up with contractors w0 bring, her sdeal lapout o lifc

“ht was intensc. It took a kot of my tme and cncrgy, and =
just consumed me really. But n was really fun beeawse like
1 sanel, that whole year and a half when we weere all stede
at home with nothing to do, 1 was fortumate cnough o be

linppuq m the markctplace or online for different things
andd just kind of pasting the whole vision togetheor momy
head; watheut @ kot of prosun: becanse the workd was on
hold at that time.™

The “Wildflower Cafe” is Born

When it come time fo name the restawrant, she found hersclf
at a o, She spent countbows hours a day drcamang, betting
her imaginanon wander throogh ondbess peesabilines. Then,
inespiration struck and cverything fell mto placc.

“I"ve always lowed wildfbowers, and it pust scemed hike a
really cute thing ws design the restanrane around, and who
docsn’t like flowers? They make cvoryhody happy. And
that was kind of my style,”™ Linville reflected. “One day,
my fricnd Carric sent me this really nice mesage about
hever cvery time she hears the song from Tom Peity called
Wildflowers, she thinks of me, and that was kind of swoot.
It was at the same tme that we wecre in the naming prooos,
and 1t just sounded night.”™
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Linville collaborated with Encinos 30 Signs in Talsa m
create the striking neon sign now displayed at the stroct
comer. She envisioned a desipn inspired by Oklahoma’s
state wildflower, the Indian Blanket, and Fncinos brought
this concept to life, working closely with her to finalize the
codorful look. With support from a Route 66 Commission
grant, half of the sign’s cost was covered, making this vibrant
addition possible. In May of 2021, the Wildflower Cafe
officially opened for business.

Inside the restaurant, greenery abounds. A potted succulent
hangs in every window, and a gallery wall of wildflower
prints — a combination of vintage prints Linville has been
gifted and items she found antiquing — hangs above the
coamter. In the back comer, an accent wall with whimsical,
codorful wildflowers adds extra flair. Linville carcfully
considered every detail, down to wildflower-themed lighe
fixtures and string lights that provide extra light, though the
sun-drenched space hardly needs it

Linville focused the menu on simple, fresh and casy items,
but it has also evolved over time. At first, Linville only
planned to provide lunch, but her staff talked her into adding
breakfast as well. The cafe specializes in made-from-scratch
iterns such as biscuits, pancakes, waffles, and cheese grits.
Her chef, Chuy Gonzaler, makes a mean hoevos rancheros,
s that got added as a blue plate special.

#|Gonzaler] has this extra level that he adds with. He just
makes everything with love and he doesn’t want anything o
o out that doesn’t make him happy or doesn't satisfy him,”
said Linwille. =1 don’t know how [the kitchen staff] make the
egps so fluffy and delicious. They just sprinkle magic over
everything they do.”

For Linville, opening Wildflower Cafe was a chance o
do cverything her way. She wanted it to be more than a
restanrant: she envisioned a community hub and a vehicle for
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giving back, hoth to
customers and to the
community around
them.

“We run it for
peaple, not for
oursclves, (vhviously
we benefit, becawse
wi have ather people
in mind and in our
hearts. But when 1
=ay that we run it
differently, I'm blessed
to have the moncy to
keop it going, but it's
not about that. It's
about giving hack to
ax many people as we
can, to make their day
better just by coming
here, or focling scen
or heard or loved. I0°s
not just 3 meal. | want
people to know that
they're cared abour
here.™

As Linville and her
staff have become
invested in the
community, Linville has established a Community Impact
Fund, which both the restaurant and regular patrons
donate to. At one paint, the fund helped a local man who
was struggling with his day-to-day lifc wo gor a motorized
wheelchair that makes daily tasks a litthe more achicvahle.

=That was a really fun day because he was very, very
surprised. | think my happy moments come from when | see
other people being affected by what we are doing, and then it
makes them want o do it themselves. And so, when | see that
happening here, it makes me incredibly happy.™

A Road Beclaimed

Today, this storied building, where the cafe now operates,
has been reborn as The Meadow Gold Shops & Lofis
complex — a blend of retail, dining, and residential spaces
— a fresh and vibrant addition to the uber famous Route
66 cormidor. After more than a century, new investors and
entreprenceurs are breathing life into the historic Meadow
Ciold District, reviving its charm while honoring its legacy.
With cach new project, they re restoring the district’s unigque
character and sparking fresh enerpy, oreating a destination
where the past and present intersect.

The Wildflower Cafe, nestled in the heart of this
revitalized area, is now an integral part of the District’s
resurgence, a cornerstone in a neighborhood that continues
to grow and evolve. [t embodies that spirit of renewal
and growth, welcoming both locals and travelers o
experience a special little slice of history. Tulsa and towns
like it are setting the standard about how once depressed
commamitics can be renewed and lead the charge in
bringing historical structures and arcas back to life. And
right at the center of it all is a cory café that is the answer
to one woman's dream.



